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XH E Writer of the Inquiry into the Res 
<a of the Chriſtian Miracles by the 
_ Heathens [a] having, as he is well a- 
ſur'd, [o] an undoubted Claim to one of 

the two Reaſons for making a Work publick, bt 
what it contains SHOULD be new, and not 


willing, that ſo uncommon a Merit ſhould be thrown 


away upon his Reader, is careful to advertiſe us of 
this Point himſelf, and accordingly flouriſhes upon 
it with much apparent Alacrity and Satisfaction 
thro* a great Part of his Preface. For, not con- 
tent with this bare Aſſertion of his Claim, he grows 
ſo elate, as to wonder this OC T heme ws 


La] w. Weſton, B. D. Fallow of's Se. John's College, Cr 
1755 ; and Vicar of — n — 1746. 


J Pref, Pag. ii. 


"I 


(6) 


be reſerv*d for him [c], and that no Sagacity of 
former Times had been bleſs'd in the Diſcovery. 
Nay, left his very Patron ſhould negle& him, or, 
as if he ſuſpected, my Lord might look no farther 
than the Dedication, he ſcruples not to mention 
even there the Excellency of his Work; and is 
val c frank in declaring his own good Opinion 
of 614k a [4 „ 1 

An Exordium, like this, we know, is generally 
inauſpicious. However it may ſerve to one end, 
not the leaſt conſiderable, it may be, in an Author's 
Views, to engage the publick Attention. For it 
is indeed but natural to inquire into the peculiar 
merit of a Work, that could inſpire its Writer with 
ſuch Boaſts, and fill a Place in it, till now ſacred 
to a real, or pretended Modeſty, with ſuch unuſual 
Confidence and Triumph. And this, we are told, 
conſiſts in the Diſcovery of a new Solution of a Diffi- 
culty about Miracles [Le]. which had long perplex'd 
the Inquirer more than all the reſt put together. For, 
taking into his Conſideration the Argument for the 
Divinity of our Holy Religion, as arifing there- 
from, He could not. belp thinking it extremely odd, 
that ſuch Numbers of Men, for ſo long a Time, could 
reject what to Chriſtians in general, and himſelf in 


5 particular, ſcemd to be of ſo great Weight |[ 8 


And the Embarras he Was under from this Diffi- 

culty put him upon looking for ſome Solution of it 

amongſt the Variety of Authors on this Subjects, both 

ancient and modern; but to no Purpoſe, it ſeems, 

till the Felicity of his own Genius had ftruck out a 
| f 'new 


7 Pref. Pag. ii. =; 

La] Ded. Pag. iv.—The beſt Compliment I can make your 

Opin 1 the den e is the true rat that I bave a go 
nion of the preſent Performance myſelf, &c. ES 
Le] Pref. Pag. iii. DLV] Pref. ibid. 
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new Route, and led him to ſeek it in the low Opi- 


nion which the Heathens entertain'd of Miracles. 


And now the whole Diſcovery is out: And to 
ſay the Truth, is every way ſo ſurprizing, that an 
Author of leſs Modeſty, than ours, had aſſum'd a 
ſtill farther Merit upon it. For wherefore elſe 
ſhould He reft in the Honour of 'a new Solution, 


when the Objection itſelf is His? And ſurely at this 


Time of Day, when every Species of Hoſtility has 


been try'd, and the whole Armoury of the Enemy 


been exhauſted in the Service, it muſt be deem'd a 
higher Praiſe of Invention to have furniſhed new 


Arms, than to counter- act the Uſe of them. Nor 


do I pay the Author too great a Compliment in ſup- 
poſing the Objection His, fince he fairly owns it has 


always been paſs'd over [g], which, in an Age like 


this, when every Difficulty, relating to ReveaPd' 
Religion, has been ſedulouſly urg'd, and honeftly 
examined, is in effect ſaying, it was never ftarted. 
And, indeed, this is ſo much the Caſe, that, inſtead 


of dreaming of any Objection from this Quarter, 
_ Chriſtian Writers have univerſally agreed in repre- 


ſenting the quick and ſpeedy Converſion of the Hea- 
then World, as an undeniable Evidence of its Di- 


vinity. And, for the Truth of the Fact, they ap- 


peal to the Teſtimony of the Heathens themſelves, 
complaining of the enormous Growth of the new 
Sect; which had ſpread itſelf over all Orders and 
Degrees: of Men, inſomuch that their Altars were 


_ neglected, and the Temples of their Gods left, in a 


Manner, deſolate [5]. Nay, the Chriſtian Apo- 
0 . logiſts, 


/ 


| Pref. Pa TY 
Mrs 


The following Paſſages brought to confirm this Fact are 
fo well known, that, if there was not ſomething uncommonly 
ſtrong, and ſubverſive of the Writer's Objection in the very 
Turn of Expreſſion, I ſhould ſcarce think myſelf at Liberty to 

e | Ee tranſeribe 


(8) 


logiſts, we know; brav'd them to their. very Face 


with the incredible Progreſs of Chriſtianity i. 
And thus, inſtead of its being true, as the Inquirer 
candidly inſinuates, hat tbere woas ſamethiug ſo ex- 
ctellingiy perplex d and intricate in the Subjei itſeif, 
or ſamething ſo criticul and dangerous in the Solntion 
of it, ibat it was always thought proper io bt kept: 
From Viet [E], nothing, on the contrary,” can be 
more evident, than that there is no Difficulty to be 
accounted for at all; or, if ſome more forward Pro- 
jector ſhould affect to make one uf it, the Pretence 
might eaſily, and without any Danger, admita So- 
lution. So that upon the whale (if a Dealer in No- 
velties were not too much diſgrac'd by ſo tule an 
Alluſion) one ſhould be apt to regard the learned 
Writer as having been puſh'd on to this Inquiry by 


much the ſame Spirit, as, in an evil Hour, led the 
valorous Knight of Manca out upon his Rambles. 


For, firuck with the Conceit of his own ſu 
Proweſs, and confidering withall the L | 
World might ſuſtain by his not appearing in it, he 


ior 


marched forth into the Land of Religious Diſputa- 
JJ on BHS ume) + Daget tir Nord 7 ' 


| 4 992 tion, 
©] BY jjb AR 20 v- p17 
tranſcribe them.--Viſa eſt mihi res digna conſultatione, maximè 
- propter periclitantium aumerum. Multi enim omnis & tatis, om- 
us ordints, utriuſque Sexis etjam vocantur in periculum et 
vocabuntur. Neque enim Civitates tantum, ſed Vico etiam 


atque pros Superſtitionis iſtius Contagio pervagata . props 
jam deſolata templa,.ſacra ſolemnia diu — ſa oeblin 5 : 
[] Heſterni ſumus, et ra omnig impleui mus, 227725 in- 


falas, Coſtello, Municipia, Conciliabula, Caftra ipſa, Tribus, 


Dedcurtas, Palatium, benatum, Tora; ſola vobis relinquimus 


| Tem la. Tertull. Apol. c. 37. And before ſpeaking of the 


eathens, Obeſ/am wociferantur Civitatem, in Agris, in Ca- 


ſtellis, in Inſults Chriſt ianos, omnem Sexum,: Atarem, Contr- 


. tzonem & Dignitatem tranſgredi ad hoc nomen quaſi. Detrimento 
mæ tent. c. 1. See alſo Arnobius, contr. Gentes, inſiſting 
Gn the ſame Fact. — Vel hæe faltem fidem vobis faciunt 
Argumenta credendi, quod jam per omnes Terras in tam brew? 
tempore et parvo immenſi nomi nis bujus Sacramenta diffuſa ſunt? 


t fub fa. [+] Pref. Pag. iii. 
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tlon, in queſt of Adventures ; where finding no real 
Objections to encounter, he was determined how- 
ever to create imaginary ones, and ſo converting 
the next innocent Thing, He came at, into a Mon- 


ſter, laid out his whole Strength and Force in the 


Combat. Where too the Succeſs: of the Adventu- 


rers is not unlike; For the Difficulty, if it be one, 


is much too hard for the Abilities of our Inquirer; 


as, whatever his Antagoniſt. was, the unlucky 


Knight, had always the worſt of it. For in ex- 
aming the other Part of the Author's Diſcovery, 
his Anſwer to the ſuppos'd Objection, we ſhall 
find, that as he ſet out with 2 Difficulty without 


Grounds, ſo he will falve it by a Fact without 


Proof. And this, it will be own'd, conſiſtently. 
enough; for where a Phantom only is to be en- 
gaged, the Hero but expoſes himſelf, that goes 


_ againſt it in real Armour. 


© 


— Fruftra ferro diverberet Umbras, 


But let us hear the Fact itſelf. - It is maintain'd 
then as the Baſis of the Inquirer's whole Work, 
that the Heathens in general had @ very low Opinion 
of Miracles and that this was not put on by them to 
ſerve ſome particular Purpoſes, but was really. 4 
Printiple that influenced their Actions en the moſt in- 
tereſting and trying. Occaſions [IJ. The Inquirer has 
more than once [n 1 his Apprehenſions, 


« 


II Chap. iii. Pag. 39. Kaen d e e = 

T] Speaking of T know not what /our and dogmatical Di- 
vines, © $6 not ſure (ſa ys he) that 1 ſhall eſcape tbeir Ma- 
« tbema ; ſince it is their Cuſtom generally to be diſpleaſed with 
«every Thing that does not fall in with their f and ſettled 
« Sentiments ; and every Defence of Religion that is out of therr 
% Way wants another to ſupport it.” Pref. Pag. viii. And 
again: With ſome, I ſuppoſe, the Nowe/ty of this Matter will 

be for ever a Bar to its Reception.“ Pag. 30. 


that 


— 
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(1) 


that the Novelty: of his Doctrine would, at leaſt 


with many of his Readers, be a Prejudice againſt 


its Reception; but not once, that I can find, does 
he appear to have entertainꝰd any the leaſt Diſtruſt 
or Concern about the Truth of it. And yet the 


Public will be apt to think this the fitter Object of 


his Fears. For, allowing the utmoſt Weight and 


Force to the ſeveral Teſtimonies, he has put to- 


gether, the whole Amount of their Evidence is 
this z——7bat à few particular Perſons,.manvof them 
under inveterate Prejudices againſt Chriſtianity, ex- 


preſs*d but a low Opinion of Miracles, which they 


Ener to be FALSE, or of certain RE AL ones, 
which they did not believe. And where is the Won- 


der? Or how has the Inquirer, with all his Saga- 


city, ' been able to collect a Proof of the /ow Opinion 
_ of Miracles amongſt the Heathen in general from the 


nnavailing Evidence of ſuch Witneſſes ? For is it. 


ſtrange that the Roman Præfects [u] were not the 
wo nn T6 0097 iu 


5 ; 


Ie The Reader fees Icomplaiſantly allow the Writers Re- 


preſentation of the Caſes both of Pilate and Gallio; tho? 11 


might, with good Reaſon, be objected to each of them. Fol, 


1. If I ſhould lay any Streſs on the AA of Pilate, which, He 
owns, if admitted. would overturn the whole Uſe of his Evi- 
dence, I ſhould but follow in this the beſt Authorities, and 


thoſe too ſupported by fuch Reaſonings, as the Inquirer would © 
find it difficult to confute. And, 2. As to Gallio's Caſe, how- 


ever inattentive He might be to the Fame of Paul's Miracles, 


the Paſfage alledg d is certainly inſufficient to prove it. Acts, 


Chap. xvili. 17. For, indeed, the Inquirer did not ſo much as 
apprehend the Purpoſe of the ſacred Writer in that whole Nar- 


ration; which manifeſtly was not to ſignify to us Gallio's In- 
attention to the Apoltle's Miracles, but his Candour, and pru> 
dent Conduct in refuſing to interfere in 710 Matters, and 


in chuſing rather to over- look an Act of Violence, done in his, 


Preſence. (which, tho' ſtrictly ſpeaking illegs], He might pro-: 
bably »hink not altogether undeſerv'd of the malicious intole- 


rating Jew) than gratify the Complainant's Paſſion in puniſh- 


WWW 


3 
r oe ag 
— - — 


An) 


immediate Converts of Jeſus and Paul, on acconht 


of the Wonders ſaid to have been done by them ? 
If the Inquirer believes ſuch Teſtimonies to his 
Purpoſe, I will engage to furniſh a long Liſt of 
them, even as many as there were unconverted 
Heathens, who had the Means and Opportunity 


of informing themſelves of the Truth of his Hiſto- 


ry. Is it remarkable, that the Miracles of one Im- 


poſtor [o] are not ſpoken of with much Eſteem by 


by * * 
een Won 
. 3 f |; F 


Senſe of thoſe Words, He cared for none of theſs Things ; which 


the Writer ought to have ſeen is ſo far from proving Gallio's 
'Diſregard of Miracles, that, had He been Paul's Convert, the 
very ſame Thing had been obſerved of him. 5 

o] Ariſteas.— The Writers reſerr'd to in the Margin are 
Strabo, Maximus Tyrius, Pliny, and Heradetus. Of theſe, the 
three firſt mention Ariſteas occaſonally only; and yet Strabo 
calls him «yp Y e re, ; and Max, Tyrius and Pliny, tho" 
they explode his Miracles, yet plainly enougk declare the com- 
mon Creed to run in his Favour. Max. Tyrius in particular, 
after having given us his Opinion of his Miracles, together wich 
His Reaſons Bt pretending to them, adds, And Ariſteas gain d 
more Credit by this Pretenſion to Wonders and ſupernatural Com- 
muni cat ions, than Xenagorat, Xe nop ba nes, or any ot ber Philo- 


ſepber could bave acquir'd, by relating the. plain Truth. Ka n 


'mtHavuTops TavT® Miywy 6, Apoeac y 0 Eivayopec yn Hirparnc, 1 Ti anc 
r Edu Te ove ws K Laſtly, the Aecount, Heredotus 
gi ves us, is ſo much to the Credit of his Miracles,. that one 
cannot imagine how the Writer ſhould think it to his Parpoſe 
to refer to him, For he was, indeed, delivering the popular 
Hiſtoly of Ariſteas ; and therefore did, as might be expected, 
repreſent, him, not only as a Worker of Miracles, but as much 
reverenc'd and efteem'd for them. This be/atteſts upon his 
own Knowledge of ſeveral Cities; all concurring in the firm 


Belief of his Miracles; and one of them in particular tranſported 


by ſo religious a Veneration of him, as to erect a Statue to his 
Memory ; which they alſo cauſed to be ſet up iu the moſt pub- 
Jie Part of their City, and even cloſe to one, they had at the 
ſame Time decreed to Apollo, And for the Hiſtorian himſelf, 


tho' in Truth the Story be even fooliſh enough, yet, ſo far is he 


from ſpeaking of it with Diſregard, that I am not certain, if be 
did not believe it; at leaſt that Part, which relates to the Meta- 
pontini ; which, after the Mention of ſome other Things from 
T5 „„ B x | ___ _ Hear-ſay 


(2) 
Writers, who were not delivering the popular Opl- 
nion concerning them, and who had plainly too 
- much Senſe to believe them themſelves ? Or is it 
ſo much as true, either of him, or the others, he 
mentions, that they were thus negligently treated 
dy their profeſs*'d Admirers, and Encomiaſts [po]? 
Or, were it true, could any thing more be collected 
from it, than that the Mfacles, imputed to them, 


Vere too trifling in themſelves, or too weakly ſup- 


Ported, to be believ'd ? 

8 on . But 
Hear ſay only, he introduces in the following aſſut'd Manner: 
Thus far the Report of theſe Cities: But what I am now 

« going to relate, I certainly knew to have happen'd to the 
: * pontin in Italy, &c.” Tavra min d monte dur ad N. 
"wa d. ed Miraroyriveirt es Iran uuf . & c. L. iv. IS. 
and then mentions the Affair, which gave Occaſion to the Sta- 
tue; which, he tells us, he ſaw him elf, placed, as I have ſaid, 
"and inſerib'd to the Memory of Ariſteas _ 
liel The other Impoſtors mentioned, as not much eſteemed 
For their Miracles are Pytbagoras, b 6 and Adrian; 
tho' tis certain the Writers of their Lives lay great Streis upon 


"them. Famblichus and Porphyry, aſter ut 2 on ſeveral o 


*Pythagoras's Miracles, which drew the Applauſe and Admiration 
Le « his Followers, appeal to current Fame for the Credit of theſe, 
und of other ſtill d7viner Miracles, which, fay they, are re- 


lated of bim with an uniform and conſtant Belief,” twupia d de 


Sab, ! eee ral ieee mipt To avdpor oprahac xat ce, G Ana 
(Porpb. S. 28. and to the lame Purpoſe, and nearly in the fame 
Words, Fambl. 8. 135.) Jamblichus even goes ſo far, in ſpeak- 
ing of the Pythagorean Fondneſs for Miracles, as to affure us, 


that they were conceived to prove the Divinity of their Au- 


thors, and by that Means to give a Sanction to their Opinion, 
and Doctrine: Tur Tho c Tap! auTHUS CroM Jews inarras s Cav TH, 
Ac. S. 140. bey conceive it, ſays be, to add a CREDIT 
and Anthority to their Doctrines, that the Autbor of them was 
a GOD; andtherefore to the Queſtion, who was P thagoras ? 
their Anſwer was,” The Hyperborean Apollo, and in Proof of this 
they alledge the Miracle of bis golden Thigh. And yet, ſays t 
uirer, Pythagoras was not much more eſteem'd for bis Thigh of 


+ Gold, than one of Flee. What Pity is it, the Wit of this An- 
BY A 


$ithelis mould be no better upported ! © 


* 


e 
But we have not yet done with the Writers ne- 
gative Teſtimonies. For he thinks that of Marcel- 
linus ſhould not be paſſed over; though the moſt 


He can make of it, is, that the Hiſtorian diſſembles 
a Miracle [q] wrought to the utter Confuſion of 


his Maſter, and relates an Event, which He was not 
rr, 8 


nion of Miracles, and acknowledges thereby the Credit they 
would bring his Maſter, were they better atteſted, or but fairly 


receiv'd. 


The Miracles of the Emperors are well known. And as their 
maniſeſt Intent was, of the one of them to add a Credit, or, as 
S.;2tonius more ſtrongly expreſſes it, an Autbority, and certain 


Awfuineſ3, b:fitting Majeſty, to the Perſon of Trajen, and of 
the ofber to infpire the Hopes of Recovery into Adrian, fo the 
Relation of them by their Hiſtorians as uſeful and ſubſervient 
to. thoſe Ends, is a thorough Confuration of what the Auchor 

retends about the little Regard paid to them. And here it may 
be proper to obſerve once for all, that the frequent Narratiuns 


of brodigies and Miracles, of which all Pagan Story, and Anti- 
quity is full, is infinitely a ſtronger Argument for the high Cre- 


dit of Miracles amongſt the Heathens in general, than any pre- 
tended Coolneſ, Tasquillity, and Indifference, which the Wri- 


ter's Warmch, in the Proſecution of his favourite Novelty, leads 


him to imagine in the Narrations themſelves, is, or camibe, for 
the contrary Opinion. Since tb could only ſhew the Incredu- 
liry of the Relaters; whilſt the relating Gow at all demon- 
ſtrates the general good Reception they met with from the 
Ren: ee 


- #q} This Miracle wha that of the fiery Eruptions, which 
| higder'd the Building of the Temple at Jerufalem by Julian; 


and which falling into the Hands of Marcellinus might be ex- 


pected to be ſpoken of as a natural Event. Bur this is all: For 


as to that wonderful Cbolneſi and Tranquillity, which the Wri- 


ter pretends to have diſcovered jn the Narration, it is lo far - 
from appearing to me, that on the contrary, I fee not how the 


Hiſtorian could have expreſs'd himſelf with more Emotion, 
without directly owning the Miracle. His Words ate thele : 


Quum itaque rei fortiter inſtaret Alypius, Jufarerque Provin- | 


C1 


What 


As for Eunapius, tho! he plainly disbelie vd the filly Tile 
of the ewo Boys of Gadara, yet, in relating it circum- 
ſtantially, as he does, he clearly enough expreſſes his own Opi- 


What comes next is indeed 22/4/7ve, but ſtill leſs 
to the Writer's Purpoſe, We can ſcarce think Him 
ſerious, when he would urge the Teſtimony of Hie- 
rocles, Celſus, and Julian, the avowed and virulent 
Oppoſers of Sag (+1 as an Evidence of a 
. Contempt of Miracles in the Heathen 
orld. Nor has he better Luck with his Philoſo- 
Deer. For is the Opinion of a few Atheiſtical 
peculatiſts [/], and perhaps one or two more of 
better Fame, of the leaſt Weight in deciding this 
Matter; - eſpecially when it is plain, from the very 


Paſſage referr'd'to [z], that they ſaw through the 
Impoſtors of the Heathen Miracles, and rejected 


them merely on that Account? Can his Ægyptian 
Gymnoſophiſts, 'piqu'd, as they were, at the Re- 
„ „% 095 1 550 302 6.005 22>" 


| ciz Rector, metuendi Globi flammarum prope fundamenta crebris 


ati bus erumpentys, fecere locum, exuffi i aliquettes operantt- 
| Sus, inacceſſum: hoc modo Elemento deſtinatius repellente, ceſſa- 
vit Inceptum. [Th 1 8 2 V 3 ; 
| [9 Pag. 40, 54. 5% [/] Epicurus, Democtitus, &c. Pa. 58. 
1&8 


For the Paſſage reterr'd to [Orig contr. Celſ. L. 8] is in 
us, wherein he had expatiated 


Anſwer to an Harrangue of Cel 
largely on the Heathen. Miracles, and oppoſed them with great 
Confidence to the Chriſtian. Upon which the excellent Fa- 


ther obſerves with much Force, I know not how it is that 


Celſus thinks proper to alledge the Heathen Miracles as in- 


« conteſtably evident, and undoubted Facts; and yet affects to 


treat the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Miracles, recorded in our 
* Books, as mere Fables. For why ſhould not ours rather be 
thought true, and thofe which Celſus preaches up, fabulous ? 
* Eſpecially, ſince thoſe were never credited by their own Phi- 
«© lofophers, ſuch as Democritus, Epicuras, and Ariſtotle ; who 
„yet, had they lived with Mofes or Jeſus, on account of the 
** exceeding great Clearneſs, and Evidence of the Facts, dia v 
* ener, would in all Probability have believed ours. Ha · 
ving thus fairly laid the Paſſage before the Reader, it is ſub- 
mitted to his Judgment, with what Colour of Reaſon the 
learned Writer could think of dedueing a Proof of the lou 
Opinion of Miracles in general among ſt 4 Pirloſopbers from it. 


putation of the Indian Miracles [u], and yet, in 


effect, confeſſing their Eſteem of them by pretend- 
ing to work ſuch themſelves, can theſe Witneſſes» 


be thought deſerving” the leaſt Credit? Above all, 
isthe Wonder-working Apollonius brought in to diſ- 
claim Miracles, and that too in a Paſſage intended 


only to expreſs his Contempt of ſome Fooleries in 
Witchcraft [V]? But what the Philoſopbers could” 
not do for Him, the Law-givers, He reſolves ſhall, 
and therefore brings in a long Liſt of Sages Ito], all 


of them, as he thinks, concurring to eſtabliſn this 
Point. But how? Why, in his negative Way of 
Witneſſing, in their making no Pretence to Mira 
cles— that is, as every Body ſees, in their making 


no Pretence, to what they durſt not counterfeit, or 


did not want; and when, tis certain they did pre- 
tend to them in the only ſafe Way of a ſecret Inter- 
courſe and Communication [x]. But the Cauſe is 


growing ſtill more deſperate. For are the Chriſtian -- 
Apologiſts to be charg'd with this Evil Principle 


[h and that only for maintaining, in their occaſi- 


* 


onal Diſputes with the Heathens, what the ableſt 


Divines have ever done, and ſtill continue to main- 
tain, the Inſufficiency of Miracles alone, and if taken 
by themſelves, to eſtabliſh the Divinity of any Re- 


velation ? An Opinion, founded, as it-ſhould ſeem, - 


on the expreſs. Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt [z]; or, 
Sl ED | 


[Le] This was remarkably the Caſe of Mahomec and Nu- : 
ma; the former of whoſe Converſe avith the Angel Gabriel; 
his Fourney to Heaven; and the Armes of. Angels attending on 


the Goddeſs Egeria, is well knoun. 5 ; 
[Yi It.,may. ſeem. odd that any of the Fathers of the Church 
ſhould retain ſuch a ſtrong Tincture of this Evil Principle ; 
yet thus &e. Eng A 5 os wininwn 8 
Ce] Matthew xxiv. 24. For there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts 
and falſe Prophets, and 1 


all ſhew great Signs and Wonders, in- 
n 


Joi P. 62. Col P. 63. Philoſt. L. C. e. 18. [w] P. 6. 


bis Battle —as well as the other's. pretended Intercourſe with. 
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if falſe, which has not been made appear, excuſablo 


enough in their Situation, when real Miracles were 


own'd to be in the Power of evil Spirits, or when 
at leaſt the general Pre valency of this Perſuaſion 


amongſt their Heathen Adverſaries might render it 


_ expedient for the Chriſtian Writers to argue on the 


Conceſſion of it. But, ill as this Treatment is, the _ 


venerable Apologiſts have no Cauſe of Complaint. 
They ſhare but the ſame Fate, as ONE much 
their Better. For the Dignity of the Writer's Wit- 
neſſes, whatever becomes of their Evidence, is ftill 
increaſing [a]; and having made free with the Fa- 
thers of the Church (for I ſay nothing of his Jews, 
not only becauſe He confeſſes them nothing to his 
Purpoſe [4], but becauſe, if their Evidence has any 


Weight at all, it determines the contrary Way [e) 
having, as I ſaid, made free with the Fathers of the 


Church, He next claims the Sanction of an Apoſtle. 
Has then the Inquirer one /ure and certain Retreat? 
And is his Novelty at laſt, all ſpent and wearied as 


it is, to elude our Hopes by finding Refuge in the 
ſacred Writings [d]? So indeed He would per- 


ſuade Himſelf, or his Readers. And this, it muſt 
be own'd, is no Novel-praftice. Tis ever the laſt 


Expedient of a finking Cauſe, when forſaken of all 
human Help, and fearing the juſt Vengeance of 
„%% K „ indignant 


4 
: Bak 


Elect. 3 
Ca] Our Evidence is ſtill increaſing, and is in the next Plate 
confirm'd even by Divine Authority. Pag. 70. ER 
[3] But I could not lay too great a Streſs on the Authority of 
the Jews, becauſe it nei tber properly belongs to the preſent Caſe, 


nor, &c. Pag. 74. 


v 12 For this would ſhew, that the Heathen Rejection of Mi- 


cles migbt not be owing to any Contempt of them, as ſ#cb, 
ſince an ar was plainly owing to a very different Reaſon, 
or. i. 13. 


4J 1 


a he Jews require a Sign, and the Greeks 
ſeek after Wiſdom, &c. EE Eo oi, 


: 
3 


' 
» | 


ſomuch that, (if it were poſſible) they ſhall deceive the very 


indignant Reaſon, to ſtrive to ſupport itſelf by lay- 
ing Hold on the Altar. But the Scriptures are no 
Sanctuary for Falſhoods, We ſhall therefore eſteem 
it no Irreverence to approach the Holy Place, and, 
as we are inſtructed in a like Caſe, to take the Fugi- 
tive from it. The Caſe appears to have been this: 
In the Apoſtle's Deſign of breaking an unchriſtian 
Faction in the Church of Corinth, which had aroſe, 
it ſeems, from a vain Oſtentation of Human Sci- 
ence, his Buſineſs was to diſcredit their miſapply*d 
Learning with the People, and to check the Ar- 
| rogance of theſe perverſe Diſputors themſelves, To 
il this End he ſets himſelf to ſhew, that it was not 
| | on account of any Advantage of Skill in human 
Learning or Eloquence, that God. was pleaſed to 
make Choice of the Preachers of the Goſpel ; but 
that, on the other hand, he rather choſe the fooliſb, 
| i. e. the illiterate, and uneducated, the better to 
| | expoſe the Weakneſs of human Wiſdom, and to 
) diſplay, with greater Force, the Power and Excel- 
lency of the Croſs of Chriſt [el. And this he pro- 
ceeds to obſerve is but agreeable to the general 
_ Cfconomy of God's Providence, which doth not 
conform itſelf to our Views of Fitneſs or Expedi- 
ency ; but-moſt commonly by the Choice of ſuch 
Inſtruments and Means, as to us ſeem unfit or inex- 
bedient, deſtroys the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and brings 
1 Iso nothing the Underſtanding of the Prudent [ FL a 
W remarkable Example of which Method of Dealing 
with Mankind, continues the Apoſtle ſg], we have 
in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, intraduced in 
ſuch a Manner, and eftabl;/b'd by ſuch Means, as 
both to Few and Gentile appear abſur'd and unac- 
countable. For the Fews aſk after a Sign, i. e. look 
for an outward, oftentatious Diſplay of worldly 
; „ — > Power 


AW, tvs MAS. 


f 


Power and Pre-eminence going along with, and at- 
tending on the Meſſiah; and, under the Influence 
of ſuch Prepoſſeſſion, make that a Sign, or Teſt of 
his Coming, and even refuſe to acknowledge his 
Divine Miſſion without it [4]. Whilſt the Greeks, 
on the contrary, ſeduced by the Charms of a ſtu- 
died Eloquence, or inſlav'd to the Tenets of a 

conceited Philoſophy, require the Goſpel to be 
preached in Agreement to their Notions and Pre- 
Judice and reje& a Redeemer, whoſe Method of 
Salvation is not conformable to their Schools, and 
whoſe Doctrine is unadorn'd by the Graces of their 


Learning. Whereas in fact, proceeds the Apoſtle, 


our Commiſſion is to publiſh, in all Plainneſs, a Re- 
ligion to the World, fundamentally oppoſite to the 
Prejudices of both. For its main Doctrine, and 
on which hangs all the reſt, is that of a Crucified 
Saviour ; which therefore, as being offenſive to the 
fond Hopes and Expectations of the Jew, and not 
ſuited to his Ideas of the Divine Power and Great- 
neſs, is to Him a Stumbling-Block : And being a 


Method of Salyation, neither agreeing to their 


Conceptions of the Divine Wiſdom, nor ſet off with 


the Colours of Heathen Wit, is to the Greeks 


Feoliſhneſs. "Tho? yet it is to both theſe, Jews and 
Greeks, When rightly inſtructed in the Ways of 
e Hh God's 


] It is remarkable that Majmonidgs puſhes this Prejudice 
ſo tar as to deny that the true Meſſiah was to work any Mira- 
cles at all, except that of Reſtoring the temporal Dominion 6 
Iſrael. I be (the Perſon pretending to be the Meſſiah) > nros- 
' PERS in what, be undertakes and ſubdues all the neighbouring 
Nations round bim, and rebuilds the SanBluary in its former 
Place, and gathers together the Diſperſed of Iſrael, then Hx 18 
FOR CERTAIN THE MesStAn.. Maimon. in Tad Hachazekah 
'Trat, de Reg. et Bell. eorum. c. 11. S. 4. 
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God's Providence, both the Power of God and the 


11 ĩ a ene: ape 

hus we ſee, at length, what the Writer's ſa- 
cred Authority is come to; which, having no 
Foundation but in the groundleſs Comment of a 


' miſtaken Paſſage is thus eafily overturned and con- 


futed. For from hence it appears, that the Ar 


C. The right Underſtanding of what is meant by the Jews 


requiring a Sign is of ſuch Importance to the perfectly compre- 
hending ſeveral Parts of the Goſpel-Hiſtory, that I ſhall be al- 
low'd to juſtify, and illuſtrate the Interpretation here given by 
ſome further Confideritions. And, „ | 
1, If by ouwwr is to be underſtood ſimply a Miracle, then it 
is not true, that Jeſus, whom Paul preach'd, was, or could be on 


that Account a Stumbling- Block to the Jews, it being allow'd 


on all Hands, that many and great Miracles did /bcw forth tbem- 


ſelves through him. See John vii. 31. xi. 47. - But, 


2. Notwithſtanding this, and tho” it was owned in the ſul. 
leſt Manner by the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees themſelves, yet 
we find them very preſſing for a Sign, eiii Matth. xii. 38. 
xvi, 1. Luke xi. 29.] and that too (which is very remarkable) 
at the Inſtant our Saviour had been working a Miracle before 


them. A Degree of Perverſity not raſhly to be credited by the 


ews themſelves. | 
»Tis true this Sigz is ſometimes called πα]e amd 7 #arg, a 
Sign from Heaven; which, if meaning any thing more, than 
onjawer, as explained above, i. e. a 7% or Credential of his Hea- 


venly or Divine Miſſion (and what can be more natural than 


that the Jews ſhould expreſs by this Name, the oy Mark 
they would admit of the Meſſiah's coming from Heaven?) 
I fay, if any thing further be intended in it, it muſt be either, 
1. An outward, ſenſible Diſplay of the Divine Power, 2nd:- 
cating, by ſome prodigious and ſplendid Appearance in the Hea- 
vens, or actually 7nterpofing, in ſome ſignal Way, to accompl is 
the Deliverance of Iſrael ; and then either Way it falls in with 
and includes the Interpretation here given. Or elſe, 2. It 
muſt mean a mere Prodigy, asked out of Wantonneſs, and for 


* 


(20) 


| Far from atteſting his Whimſy of tbe low Opinion of 


Miracles amongſt the Heathens, does not ſo much as 
_ of Miracles at all: Or, if he mnſt be made an 
Evidence in the Cauſe, gives Judgment againft 


him; as plainly enough exprefling his Opinion, 


that it was not a Contempt of Miracles, but the Con- 


ceit of Wiſdom, which made the great Difficulty in 


converting the Pagan World. | 


fon, as the being deny'd a Siga, thus underſtood, could be, as 
St. Paul afferts it was, tbe Stumbling-Block of Infidelity to the 
"Jewiſh Nation. | 
3. But what above all confirms and fixes this Interpretation, 
is the Tenor of our Saviour's Anſwer to the Queſtion itſelf. 
For upon the Inquiry, Master, eu us a Sign, &c. his conſtant 
Reply was, A wicked and adulterous Generation ſeeketh after a 
Sign, and there Shall no Siga be given them, but that of the Pro- 
ghet Fonas : For, &c. As tho” he had ſaid, © A perverſe and 
degenerate People, diſregarding the Wiſdom of my Doc- 
4 trines, and the Power of my Miracles=the genuine Marks 
a and Characteriſtics of the Meſliah—are yet crying out for 
the 7%, exper, of my coming. I know the proud, and am- 
te hitious Sentiment of your Heart. But affure yourſelves, God 
„ill not accommodate his Proceedings to your fond Views 
„ and Prejudices. No fuch 45 ſhall be given you. 2 
« and certain TEST indeed there ſhall be, over and above 
« what has yet been afforded ; but to ſhew you, how widely 
% gifferent the Divine Conduct is from your Preſcriptions, it 
« is ſuch a one, as ye ſhall leaſt expect; the very Reverſe of 
« your Hopes and Expectations. It ſhall be that of the Pro- 
© phet Fonas, For as Fonas was three Days and three Nights 
* 72 the Whale"s Belly, fo ſhall Chriſt (fad Contradiction to 
your Conceit of temporal Dominion!) be put to Death by 
-— = 1 and Jie three Days and three Nights in the Heart of 
« tbe Earth, And this Event, fo degrading of my Character 
with you, and io — 5; 458 to your Wiſhes, ſhall, I readily 
4% foreſee, fo ſcandaliſe you, that, tho“ my Return from the 
«Grave, like that of Jonas from the Whale, ſhall be in the 
„ Demonſtration of Power, yet ſhall ye, thro' the Inveteracy 


of that Prejudice, be ſo harden'd, as not to be convinced 


ba | © hs | | 
The Anſwer of our Saviour is related by Matthew and Luke 


with ſome Addition, but ſuch as is further favourable to tis 
. c 7 Interpretation. 


! 


| 


Fee. 
And now having diſperſed his Cloud of Witneſſes 
(which, unlike the ſacred one, it would ſeem to 
reſemble, inſtead of illuſtrating and reflecting a 
fuller Light on the Fa#, it ſurrounds, ſerves only 
to obſcure and conceal it) having ſhewn, I fay, if 
not the Falihood of his Fag, . at leaſt the Inſuffici- 


eney of his Evidence to ſupport it, I might fairly 


diſmiſs the Remainder of his Book without any 
Confutation 3 the following Chapters, as he tells 


us, 


Interpretation. For upon their asking a Siga, it is plain he 


underſtood them to mean not a Miracle, but a Txsr, by the 
Queſtion immediately put to them. Mben it is Evening, 7 
#t will be fair Meatber; for the Shy is red. And in the Mora- 
ing, it will be foul to day; for the Sky is red and lowering. 
O ! ye Hypocrites, ye can diſcern the Face of the Sky ; but can ye 


mot diſcern the Face of the Times} Are the Appearances, which, 


* inthe Order and Conſtitution of Nature, precede the Changes 


of Weather, a Siga, or T:/ to you of thoſe. Changes? And 


<« are ye ſtupid and perverſe enough to neglect thoſe, which, 
dy the Divine Appointment, are made the Sign or T:# of the 
„ JTinxs, of the Change of the Moſaic for the Chriſtian Diſ- 


5 ee ? How is it, that ye do not collect this from my 


Miracles and Doctrine, the ordinary and ſtated Marks of this 
Change, but ye muſt perverſly demand a 7z# of it, which 


_- 44s Scriptures no where promiſe, and the Order and Courſe of 


God's Providence diſclaim ?” | 

II, after all this, there can yet remain any Doubt of the 
Truth of this Comment, it will be effectually removed by an 
Authority or two from the other Evangeliſt, which the Rea- 
der will indulge me in juſt mentioning. In our Saviour's ex- 
erting an Act of Civil Power in ſeourging and driving the Mo- 
ney-Changers out of the 'Temple, the He require him to ſhew 


the Credentials of his Authority, What Sign /beweſt thou, that 


thou doeft theſe Things 2 The asking a Miracle in this Caſe were 


impertinent. For that, how extraordinary ſoever, could never 


ve to the Jews, that he came inveſted with the Powers of 
the Civil Magittrate. The Sign, they expected, then was evi- 
gently of another Kind : An expreſs Declaration, or open Dit- 
play, of the Regal Character and Office, evidencing his Com- 
2 to do fuch Things. Accordingly the Reply of our Sa- 


 viour was to the ſame Effect, as before. of Poo fark wato them, 


Deſtroy this Temple and in three Days I w1tl raiſe it up, For be 


ſpake, we know, of the Temple of bis Body. <. ii. The 


612) 


us, being intended to account for this Fact, which 
he preſumes to have fully eſtabliſned. But, as he 
appears unwilling to reſt the Whole of his Cauſe on 
the Merit of ſo flight an Evidence, and has there- 
fore engaged for a further Confirmation of it in the 
following Pages [X], it will be proper to collect in a 
few Words, what additional Evidence may ariſe 
from that Quarter : And in doing this, I ſhall think 

| it 


The next Authority is in the Sixth Chapter, where we have 
an Account of the Miracle of feeding be five Thouſand. Upon 
the Multitude's following him after this, our Saviour objects 
to them their Neglect of Miracles, whieh he preſſe upon them 
as Moti ves to their Belief. Ye Ta me not, becauſe ye (aw the 
Miracles, &c. Now what do the Jews return to this Charge ?. 
Why, they fairly own it to be juſt, and, what is more, give a. 
Reaſon for their Conduct. Their Anſwer is to this Effect: 
© Wherefore do you urge your Miracles thus conſtantly to us, 
* as Motives for our Belief ? If you would have us truſt and 
_ © confide in you, as the Meſſiah, Where is the Sign 2 For, as 
* to your Miracles ſo often inſiſted on by you, we cannot ad- 
„mit them, as proper Evidences of your Commiſſion. And 
3 indeed how ſhould we? For Moſes wrought as great, if not 
40 


iracle of feeding the five Thouſand with five Loa ves, did not 


© he, as it is written, gie our Fathers Bread from Heaven ?\ 


* What Miracle of yours can be more extraordinary? Yet Moſes" 
could do this. The Meſſiah, therefore, of whom greater 
„Things are promiſed, we expect to be charaFeri'd by other 
” BD What Work takeſt thou in Hand, vu «yz» ?” Here, 
at laſt, we ſee (and the Reader will forgive the Length of the 


Note for the fake of fo clear Conviction) that the Siga, ask'd. 


| for, of what Kind ſoever it might be, neither was, uor could. 
be a Miracle, ſince all ſuch Sigas were rejected by theſe Inqui- 
rers upon Principle. 6 75 

[EJ I have now done with this Head [the low Opinion of 


Miracles in the Heathen World] and am not aware that any. 


reaſonable Exceptions can be made to the Teſtimonies which 
have been brought to confirm it; but if any one ſhould think 
otherwiſe, and maintain that ſomething elle is neceflary for the 
Eſtabliſhment of ſo fxgu/ar an Opinion, he will be gratify'd in 
his Expectations, as we go along; and will find the Principles 


and Practices of much the 2 pm Part of the Heathens on this 


Point frengthening and confirming each other. Fag. 77. 


* 


reater Wonders than you. To confront your late boaſted 
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it ſufficient to examine, not his Premiſes, but Con- 


eluſion; and fo, leaving him in full Poſſeſſion of 
his Facts, to argue with him, in Agreement to the 
Deſign of theſe light Sheets, on the Weight and 
Force of his Deductions. And here, | | 
1. Allowing him to have proved the Vanity of the 
Heathen Pretenſions to Miracles, c. iv. v. iv. in the 
fulleſt Senſe he can wiſh ; and that no real Wonder 
was ever wrought, or Oracle delivered, by any of 
the numerous Pretenders to either, what will the 


Author fay is the proper Inference from it ?—That 


therefore the Heathens could not but have a low 


Opinion of Miracles? That, indeed, would be to 


his Purpoſe ; but nothing can be leſs ſupported. 


For were not ſuch Miracles, and Oracles at leaft 


generally believed ? . Or, if ſeveral Impoſtors were 


detected, does the Author imagine that ſuch De- 


tection would utterly fink the Credit of all future 


Miracles [I]? A writer, ſo ſkill'd in the Workings 


of Superitition, and who appears to have taken 
much Pains to pry into the dark Corners of Hu- 


manity, ought to know, that the Paſſion for Won- 


der 1s a Foible too intimately connected with our 
Nature to be thus eaſily drawn out from it. And 
the Hiſtory of Mankind gives the ſtrongeſt Con- 
firmation of this, in relating, as it does, notwith- 
ſtanding the preſum'd Effect of ſuch Diſcoveries, 
the very * Reception, which Miracles have 
ever met with. The Truth is, the Inquirer might 
as well have ſet himſelf to prove tbe Vanity of the 
Popiſh Pretenfion to Miracles, and then have in- 
ferr'd, from the frequent Detection of Impoſtors 
amongſt them, that therefore the Papiſts cannot 
vo ; 1 but 
[i]; For this he muſt ſay, and not that the Credit of Miracles 
would hereby be ſomething weakened : A Point, that, as we 


In ſee hereafter, may be allow'd, and yet be of no Man- 
r of Service to his Concluſion. 


but have a very low Opinion of Miracles. This, I 1 
fay, had been as logically inferr'd ; and yet, I be- '1 
lieve the firſt Traveller from Rome, or next Ac- 
count he ſhould look into of Italy, or Spain, would 
infallibly ſpoil the Argument, and confute his Con» 
cluſion. And, to do the Author Juſtice, he ſeems 
not unconſcious of this, when, after all the learned 
Pains he had taken to eſtabliſh this Point, he al- 
lows, that tho* his Argument had ſhewn, © what little 
Reaſon the Heathens had to think, that Miracles had 
ever been wrought amongſt them at all, yet it does not 
of Conſequence follow, that they would certainly make 1 
Uſe of the Light, that was held out to them ; but WW / 
obſerves, that whether they did or not, their Eſteem . 
Miracles will be but little increasd; for if ever 
they were alarmed by an Appearance, which they could 
not tell how to account for, or over-borne by the 
E Weight of ſuch Teſtimony, as they could not tell how jo 
= invalidate, the Principle of Magic was one general 
| Kecourſe. pO EI" q _ 
2. His Strong-Hold, then, we ſee, at laſt, is 
MAGIC. We ſhall follow him therefore one 
Step further, and try if we cannot diſlodge him 
from it. The Fact conceded to him is, that - 
the Perſuaſion was pretty general in the Hea- 
en World, that, by Means of Magic, that * 
is, of certain ſuperſtitions Rites, and Sacrifices, and 
S certain Words and Invocations of Dæmons, many 1 
Things could be done exceeding the Power of Man; | 
and that accordingly many ſeeming Miracles, wrought 15 
among /t them, were imputed to this Power of Magic. A j-4 
But then to infer from hence, as the Inquirer would 1 
have us, that therefore the Heathens under the Per- |} 
ſuaſion of theſe Principles, muſt neceſſarily enter- 
tain a very low Opinion of all Miracles, is ſure con-- nr 
cluding too faſt. For, the? I could admit this to be 33 
a tolerable Reaſon for the Rejection of ſome Pagan 
| BD” A Miracles 


( 
Miracles, it does not, we ſee, at all affect the 
Chriſtian ; which only are, or ought to be, the 


Concern of his Book. So that the Argument, 

fairly ſtated, confutes itſelf. For it ftands thus: 

The Heathens conceived many miratulous Ap- 
on wry produced for ſome trifliing, or noxtous 


arpoſe, to be in the Power of certain Perſons, act- 
ing under the Power of bad Demons [m], and by 
the Means of certain magical, and ſuperſtitions Rites. 


S THEREFORE they of Neceſſity entertain'd a low 


Opinion of all Miracles, tho* wrought by Perſons, 


_ claiming their Power and Pretenſions from God him- 


ſelf, for Purpoſes the moſt momentous and benevs- 
lent, and without the Interpoſition of any ſacrifical 
or ſuperſtitious Rites [»]. But this is not all: We 


learn from the Hiſtory of the Propagation of Chrif- 


tianity, that in certain Places (and who can doubt 
in all where the pretended Powers of Magic were 
oppoſed to the genuine Workings of the Spirit of 


God?) ſuch Methods were uſed by Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles, 


1 1 L have faid bad Shi ; for Miracles wrought by the 


Afiiftance of good Demons were, as the Inquirer obſerves, [ Pag. 


2471] in great Repute. 
24] 


| For that this was the obvious and effential Difference 
betwixt the genuine Miracles of the Goſpel, and the Tricks of 
Magic, is apparent from many ſtrong Expoſtulations of the 
Chriſtian Apologiſts, who, when encounter'd with this fri vo- 


lous, but malicious Objection, us'd to exclaim: Fateſtis ali- 


quem nobis defignare, monſtrare cx omnibus tilts magis, Qui an- 


quam fuere per ſæcula, confimile aliquid Chrifto millefind ey 


parte gaz fecerit ? Qui 8Ing VLLA vi CARMINUM, SINE HER- 
BARUM AUT GRANMINUM SUCCIS, SINE ULLA ALIQUA OBSER= 
VATIONE SOLLICITA SACRORUM, LiBAMINUM, TEMPOR UM ? 
&c. Arnob, contr. Gen. L. i. And again, Ibid. At qui conſtitit 
Chriſtum s1xz urLis ApMINICULIS RERUM, SINFULLINS r- 
TUS OBSERVATIONE VEL Lece, omnia illa, que fecit, omi nis 


ui paſſibilitate fecifſe ; et quod proprium, econſentaneum, Deo 
dignum fuerat vero, nibil nocens, aut norium, ſed or UM, 


SED SALUTARE, SED AUXTLIARIBUS PLENUM BOSIS poteftatss 


uni ſi c liberalitate donifſe. 
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Apoſtles, as were ſufficient to manifeſt the Differn Il 
ence of their Miracles from thoſe of Magicians, and | 
to aſſert the Divinity of their Miſſion, in the very 
Judgment of the Magicians themſelves [o]. And 
this, as it ſeems, always with ſuch illuſtrious Evi- 
dence, as to render it inexcuſable in thoſe, who had 

the Opportunity of ſeeing and examining the Lif- 
ference, to remain unſatisfied of it. For I cannot: 
but think it worthy the Inquirer's Regard, tho no 
Novelty, that the Heathen Charge of Magic, was 
but in other Words the Jewiſh Accuſation of Beet _ 
zebub ; either of them the genuine Reſult of pure | 
unallay*d Malice, and, concerning which, our Sa. 
 -viour's Determination is well known, And there- J 
fore when the learned Writer contends, that the 
Heathens had a low Opinion of Miracles in gene- 
ral, on account of the ſuppoſed Power and Efficacy 8 
of Charms, and magical Incantations, he might p 
with equal Reaſon here have taken upon him ta 
Thew, that the Jews alſo had a low Opinion of Mi- 
racles in general on account of the ſuppoſed Power 
of their Diviners, and Sorcerers, of which we like- 
wiſe hear much amongſt them, and from their 
aſcribing, as we know they did, many miraculous 
Effects and Operations to them: An Opinion, 
Which, I preſume, the learned Writer will not find 
it to his Purpoſe to maintain. 5 
3. As to the Author's Argument from the Mul- 
tiplication of the Heathen Gods (which is the only 
= remaining Part of his Book I think myſelf concern'd 
J in [p]) if he means to conclude from it, that in > 


4 | Conſequence f 
= TA... ⁰ 
Fl Jeu! For as to the remaining Chapters on the 1do/atry of the 
Ji Heathens, the Parallel betwixt the Heathen and Proteſtant Re- 
4M | jetion of Miracles, and bi. Conclufion, they ſeem very little to 


concern either him, or me. For, 1. The Influence of _— 


of that is, I allow, ſomething extraordinary. 
that his whole Force was not ſpent in this weariſome Inquiry, 


| . could have an high Opinion of Miracles, Pag. 383. 


. 1 
Conſequence of the Multitude of pretended Mira- 
cles, flowing from ſuch Belief, Miracles themſelves 
muſt of Neceflity /o/e their Force, and fink in their 
Eſteem [z], it is very frivolous, and admits an eaſy 


Anſwer. For, beſides its inherent Weakneſs of bad 


Logic, in concluding from a Cauſe of poſſible Effi- 
ciency to a certain Effect, it has the Misfortune, in 
common with his other Reaſonings on this Sub- 


ject, to be confuted by plain Matter of Fact. And, 


for his Satisfaction in this 4 oint, 1 refer him once 
| 5 N more 


is urg d to prove, that the Religion, not Miracles, of Jeſus, was ; 
| bard tobe admitted [p. 352] which, tho? true, has nothing new 
in it, and is, beſides, intirely foreign, if not contradictory, to 


his Purpoſe. 2. The Parallel betwixt the Heathen and Proteſ- 
tant Rejection of Miracles derives all its little illuſtrative Force 
from this poor Preſumption, already confuted, that the Hea- 


thens had univerſally a Contempt of Miracles. I ſaid the Paral- 


rel drew its whole Force from this Fact, for unleſs it be true 
that the Heathens univerſally disbelieved all Miracles faid to be. 
wrought amongſt them, the Caſe of their Rejection, of Chriſ- 
tian Miracles, the Reader ſees, is widely different from that of 


the Proteſtant Rejection of the Popiſh. This one Circumſtance 


then, to mention no others, overturns the whole Uſe of his Pa- 


rallel. But, 3. As to his Concluſion, the 9 and Buſineſs 
t 


is to ſhew us, 


but that, was he diſpoſedfor it, he could go on to anſwer other 
Objections againſt Miracles [P. 408-9] and our common Chri- 
ſtianity, which had been already confuted to his Hands. For, 
having ſhewn us what he could not do with an Argument of his 


ou, he was willing, it ſeems, to ſhew us what he could do with 
| thoſe of other Writers. For which meritorious Service he has 


my Compliments and Congratulations : | $5 


Labore alieno magno, partam Gloriam 
Verbis ſzpe in ſe transfert, qui ſal habet, 
; Quodin TE eſt. | | 


[9] Pag. 248. and in another Place he ſays, it has been fairly. 
ſhewn both from their own Accounts, and from Tus Natugs 
or Tugit Pr InciPtes, that the Heathens neither bad, nor 
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more to the Caſe of the Romaniſts; who, notwith · 
ſtanding the Multiplicity of their Saints, all of them 
Dealers in Miracles, and ſwarming in ſuch Num- 
bers as to equal, if not exceed, the Rabble of Pa- 

gan Divinities, do not yet appear to have con- 
tracted from thence any Diſreliſh, or Diſeſteem for 
Miracles. The Truth is, the whole additional Evi- 
dence ariſing from the main of his Book in Confir- 
mation of his pretended Fact, that the Heathens 
entertained a low Opinion of Miracles, is ſo very in- 

conſiderable, that, as we now ſee, it hardly amounts 
to a bare Probability. For, after all, the Reader 
will perhaps incline to think, .contrary to what the 
learned Writer directs him, that ſuch Prevalency of 
Magic, and Multiplicity of Gods, is no bad Proof 
of the Eſteem and Credit, that Miracles were in 
amongſt them. At leaſt, tis no unfair Preſump- 
tion, that a People could not be ſo averſe to Mira- 
cles, as the Author pretends, nor generally be poſ- 
ſeſſed by a thorough Contempt of them, when, not- 
withſtanding the frequent Detection of falſe Mira- 
eles, and more than one degrading Solution at 


Hand for the true, they ſhould yet be able to 


maintain their Ground, and take ſuch Footing in 
the popular Belief, as to be continually affording 
freſh Occaſion to Impoſture, and freſh Encourage - 
ment to the Dealers in this Traffic to practiſe on 
the Wonder and Credulity of Mankind, _ _ 
2. And whoever ſets out with this Surmiſe, 
(which is apparently not ill-founded) will find it 
greatly ſtrengthened in obſerving, that of all the 
Reproaches caſt upon the Heathen World, and of 
all the Prejudices objected to them by the firſt Pro- 
pagators of Chriſtianity, this of the Contempt of 
Miracles was not ſo much as once mentioned, there 
not being the leaſt Hint, or remoteſt Intimation in 
the ſacred Writings of their labouring under any 
. LS ) 5 peculiar 


„ 

peculiar Prepoſſeſſion of this Kind. A Circumſtance 
perfectly unaccountable, if what the Inquirer con- 
tends for be true, ſince ſuch. Prepoſſeſſion could nob 
but greatly obſtruct the Apoſtolic Labours, and 
make it neceſſary for them to bend their firſt Care 
and Application that Way. 

3. And it- raiſes the Wonder ſtill higher to ob- 
ſerve, that whilſt the Heathens eſcape uncenſured 
in this Reſpect, the Jews are ſeverely rebuked 
for their N and diſregard of Miracles J; 
where too, by the very Caſt and Turn of the Re- 
proof, the Heathens are to be underſtood as lefs 
| chargeable on this Head, than the an 

4. But, what has Kill the wort Aſpect on the 
Writer s Scheme, is, that whilſt the Apoſtles. are 
quite filent as to this Charge upon the Gentile, nor 
appear once to rank it in the Liſt of ſuch Impedi- 
ments, as. retarded the "Converſion of the Pagan 


World, they are at the ſame time very expreſs in 


declaring to us, What the chief of thofe [mpedi- 
ments were. They in part have been already ſug- 
geſted [/ J, and were, if St. Paul may be credited, 
in Reality, theſe : 1. A Conceit of ſuperior Wiſdom 
+ amongſt the Men of Letters and Education [fl. 
And, 2. The Corruptions and groſs Idolatries of the 
People at arge [ul. 
6. But what! it will after all be aſked, is ive 
then no Truth in what the learned Writer has ad- 
vanced concerning the Heathen Contempt of Mi» 
racles; and in particular, is his long Detail of Prin- 
ciples and Circumftances, concurring, as it ſhould 
| ſeem, to produce ſuch Contempt, utterly without 
5 all F orce or ! 2 I. 


J Pag. 39. L-] 1 Cor. i. Col. ii. 8. 


[LI Matth. xi. 20. Luke x. 13. 
A Rom. i. Eph. v. — elſewhere TS, 
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(630 
This has no where been ſaid; and the con- 
| is what I am now ready to affirm. For, to 
do the Inquirer Juſtice, it was upon the Baſis of a 
, old Truth, that this wondrous Novelty 
was erected. A fine Writer [v] will tell us what it 
was. We may obſerve,” (fays he, in accounting 
for the Silence of Pagan Writers in reſpe& of our 
Saviour's Hiſtory) “that the ordinary Practice of 
<« Macic in thoſe Times, with the many preten- 

e dended PRopiIctts, DivinaTIONs, APPA- 
„ RITIONS, and Local MiRACL ES amongſt the 
„ Heathens, made them leſs attentive to ſuch News 

ce from Judza, till they had Time to conſider the 
«<NATURE, the OCCASION, and the 
«END of our Saviour's Miracles, and were 
ce awaken'd by many ſurprizing Events to allow 
* them any Conſideration at all.” We ſee here 
the Ground-Work of our Author's Performance, 
and have determined to our Hands with great Ac- 
curacy, how far his general Poſition is true, and to 
what Extent the particular Circumſtances aud Situ- 
ation of the Heathens would in Reality affect their 
Opinion of Miracles. Had the learned Writer con- 
fin'd himſelf within theſe Limits, he would, I con- 
eeive, have had Reaſon and Hiſtory on his Side, 
and, whatever Alarm he may be in from the fro- 
ward and contentions Spirit of Party in Religion, 
no Enemies to oppoſe him. But then this, it muſt 
be own'd, had been ſaying nothing new. The 
World had loft the Benefit of a Diſcovery, and the 
Author, what of all Things he would moſt regret, 
the Glory of his INVENTION, 


die] Mr. Addiſon of the Chriſtian Faith, S. 1. 


* 


